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Looking Ahead 
 

School Visits 

 
I will be happy to visit your school.  Just give me a call to arrange time and purpose. 
 

 

This Issue 
 
In this issue, I am sharing the NDE update, information about the Invention Convention, ideas from the 

Differentiation Book Study Group, and information from the Spring Planning Meeting. 

 

 

 

 

News from NDE 

 
As we transition to a total on-line application for the HAL grant, NDE will be eliminating some forms on 

the HAL grant application.  The NSSRS contains some information that previously needed to be entered in 

paper form.   It is the intention of NDE to have the applications for the HAL Grant to be totally on-line for 

the 2009-2010 school year.  In order to accomplish this goal, there will be a gradual transition from paper 

documents.  

 For the 2008-2009 school year, the form number 30-005 ñFinal Count of High Ability Learnersò will not 

be needed, due to the data retrieval capabilities of the NSSRS.  The form 30-004 ñHigh Ability Learners 

Funding Information Formò will also be eliminated as that information can also be retrieved from NSSRS.    

NDE thanks  you in advance for your patience as we strive to move to an on-line application system.  

Mary Duffy, Director  

 

High-Ability Learner Education 

Nebraska Department of Education 

301 Centennial Mall South 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509 

mary.duffy@nde.ne.gov 

402-471-0737 

402-471-8850 FAX 

www.nde.state.ne.us/HAL/HiAbilityLRN.html 
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Spring Updates  
 

ESU 10 Regional Invention Convention 

 
On April 8 the Annual ESU 10 Regional Invention Convention was held at Educational Service 

Unit 10 in Kearney.  The goal of Invention Convention is to teach students to use creative problem solving 

skills to invent a new product or an innovation to a current product.  Rick Brown from the Edgerton 

Explor-it Center in Aurora presented a program entitled ñInventors and Inventionsò.   
 

Eleven area schools participated.  There were 54 inventions with 68 student inventors.  Some of 

the students worked as partners in creating their invention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Brown presents program to students.   Judges are talking to inventors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Differentiation Book Study Group 

 
The last of session of the Differentiation Book Study Group was held the morning of March 27.  

Paula Mellinger and Alice Peters shared materials that they had gotten from the Nebraska 
Association for the Gifted State Conference in February.  Alice led teachers through an activity 

that she had learned from Dr. George Betts.  This is a good way to discover studentsô interests. 

 

Plan a Dinner Party  

  
Students are going to have a dinner party.  They can invite 12 people to the party.  It can be 

anyone that they would like to invite, either living or dead.  Have them think about who they 

would like to spend an evening with. 

¶ Give students 12 pieces of paper (sticky note size) 

¶ Have them write the names of 12 guests, living or dead, that they would invite to a dinner 

party. 


