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Many of you have begun to use our new 

drive-up lane before and after school.  

So far it is working pretty smoothly and 

we appreciate your efforts to drive 

safely and wait patiently as we load kids 

each afternoon. 

Our drive-up lane should only be used to 

drop-off or pick-up kids without parking.  

Drive-Up Lane Working Smoothly 
 

Central Graduate Highlight   -  Neil Chen 
Neil was born in New York and moved to Kearney 
during the middle of his kindergarten year. 
Although he had never been enrolled in school 
before and spoke very little English, Neil was a 
quick study.  He picked up the language very fast 
and easily passed all of the kindergarten 
requirements.  Neil is excellent when it comes to 
numbers!  His parents own Kings Buffet.  Mrs. 
Flavell, our ELL teacher, remembers going to eat at 
the restaurant when he was in 2nd or 3rd grade and 
Neil was running the cash register.  He was figuring 
prices and giving out change accurately.  When 
asked about Neil, she noted that “He is very bright 
and very logical.  He loves concrete things such as 
numbers and thrives when he can experience 
things.  Neil has been in summer school and is 
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When you use the drive-up lane, please 

do not park in the lane, leave your 

vehicle and go inside with your child.  

Instead, please use a parking stall.   

Please continue to observe the one-

way status of our driving lane to 

ensure safety and decrease 

congestion. 

 

always eager to go on the field trips to and enjoy 
new experiences.”   

Neil is a very kind and conscientious student and we 
recently asked that he come back to Central to 
mentor two new Chinese students in our 
kindergarten.   He visits them twice a week to make 
sure that they are enjoying school and help them 
with their English language acquisition. 

Neil is currently a sixth grade student at Horizon 
Middle School.   

 

Please send your nominations for future Graduate 
Highlights to:  teresa.schnoor@kearneypublic.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s Corner: 
Teresa Cordes, Central Elementary Counselor 
 
In our guidance lessons, we have been doing activities that center around the key of Integrity.   
We have talked about “true integrity” which focuses on doing the right thing even when no 
one is watching.  We do it because it is the right thing for us, will strengthen our character, 
and also help others around us.  
ITBS (achievement) tests will begin next week for the 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders on October 
22nd.    These tests give a “picture” of the students and what they know.   The best thing you, 
as a parent, can do to help your child do their best on the ITBS tests is to provide positive 
support by showing confidence in your child’s ability to do their best.   Children should know 
that test scores are important, but are not the measure of your love and acceptance of them.   
On test days, try to provide a calm, stress-free environment each morning as your child gets 
ready for school.  Get up in plenty of time to avoid morning rush and anxiety.  Eat a good 
healthy breakfast.  Limit nighttime extra-curricular activities and outings that may interfere 
with their regular bedtime routine.  Reinforce the importance of keeping a positive attitude 
and trying your best even if it gets difficult at times. 
Stay tuned next month to hear about Red Ribbon Week and the great activities we have 
planned to help us celebrate saying “no” and keeping our bodies healthy! 

 

Join your chi ld 
for lunch! 
 
Our Fall Breakfast is on 
Thursday, October 23rd 
at 7:30 am.  We encourage 
all kids to invite a special 
visitor to join them for 
breakfast at the school.  
$1.60 for Adults/$1.10 for 
Kids.   
 
Parents are encouraged 
to visit the school anytime 
to observe a class or join 
their child for lunch.  If 
you know you are coming, 
call the office or send a 
note in the morning so we 
can include you in our 
lunch count.  But, if you 
happen to find yourself 
available for lunch at the 
last minute, don’t hesitate 
to drop in. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our fourth grade Pride student service 

organization has begun engaging in activities 

around the school.  Members have been 

taking turns saying the pledge over the 

morning announcements.   

4th Grade Pride begins activities 
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The group will help unload Deli 

International orders next week.   

Pride Students are also working with DARE 

Office McLaughlin to present a bullying 

presentation to all of our students. 

 

 

Central Elementary PAC Meeting Notes 

 The Central Elementary PAC met on Thursday, October 9th at 7 PM in the school media center.  

-Carissa Sanny has agreed to serve as our Treasurer.  Our current account balance should be 
around $8000 after the receipt of this year’s Deli International sales.  Beginning this year, 
Central’s activity account and the PAC account will split Deli International receipts 50/50.   
-Central T-Shirts went home with students last Friday.  Additional parent orders will be sent in this 
next week.  -Thursday, November 6th is our annual Spaghetti Night and Raffle.  The Spaghetti 
Shop will be providing the food again this year.  Tickets are $4.50 for Adults/$3.00 for Kids.  We 
are going to discontinue our Silent Auction this year and expand our Basket Raffle.  This year’s 
basket themes will include Huskers, Scrapbooking, Super Heroes/Princesses, Games, Cooking, 
Arts/Crafts, Gardening, Dining Out around Kearney, Shopping/Entertainment, Spa/Bath & 
Body, and Outdoor Fun.  Notes will be sent home to let kids and parents know how they can help 
with this important project.   
-Plans to remember the service of Mr. Nyffeler and retired teachers were discussed again.  There is 
interest in creating an outdoor classroom that would include benches, a gazebo, and flower garden. 
 Options for including the Boy Scouts or other service groups to help with design and labor were 
discussed.  Teresa Schnoor will visit with Building and Grounds about possible locations. 
- We would like to encourage parents to consider becoming active in our parent committee.  A 
number of strategies were discussed including providing babysitting services during meetings and 
increasing visibility at events including Kindergarten Round-Up.  Johna Munch is looking into the 
creation of a flyer.   
-We enjoyed positive feedback about our plan to alternate our meeting times between noon and 7 
PM.  We’ve added a PAC meeting in May.   

Our next meeting wi l l  be on Thursday, November 13th at NOON in the media center.  

Appreciation & Accolades 

-Marilee Kulhanek (5th grade) was named Wal-Mart’s Outstanding Teacher of the Year.  She was 
nominated for the award by a previous student.  She received $1,000 to spend for her classroom.  She 
plans to spend the money on a number of special activities to supplement the curriculum. 
-Cheryl Popple (Life Skills) was the runner-up for the Wal-Mart teacher of the year award.  She 
received $250 to spend on the students in her classroom. 
-Val Scott (1st Grade) is a Blue Ribbon Teacher!  Her previous school was recently one of six Nebraska 
schools recognized as a US Department of Education Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. 
-Thank-you PAC for providing staff a delicious meal from Luke & Jakes during conferences. 
-92% of parents attended our Fall Parent-Teacher Conferences!  Thank-you parents for joining us for 
these important meetings. 
-Thank-you parents for attending Amigo’s Night and Amigo’s for your supporting of our school.  
Thank-you Culver’s, Baskin-Robbins, and Applebees for your recent support.  
-Thank-you parents for your ongoing feedback and ideas as we implement new practices around our 
school.  Your feedback has made ideas like our Drive-up pick-up plan work much better. 

 

don’t forget 
those Boxtops!  

At 10 cents a 
label, the cash 

adds up fast.  At 
central, we’ve 

earned an 
average of 

$300 a year.  
That helps us 

offer a variety 
of special 

activities to 
your kids. 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of Red Ribbon week.  The event has grown into the country’s 
largest anti-drug endeavor.  Encouraging youngsters to turn away from drugs is the main emphasis, 
but giving them the tools to make other healthy choices is now a component.  Central Elementary is 
embracing the opportunity to be part of the fight against drugs.   

During the week of November 10th-14th, each prevention day is based on a theme for student, parent, 
and community involvement.   

Monday, Nov. 10th    “Walk Away” from Drugs (School Walk-Wear sweats/tennis shoes) 

Tuesday, Nov. 11th    Join the “Fight” Against Drugs (Flag Presentation/ Speaker from Hero Flight-       
Wear Camouflage or Patriotic Clothes to School) 

Wed, Nov. 12th  I “Can” Be Drug Free (Food Drive at School-Wear Red to School) 

Thurs, Nov. 13th “Lei” Off Drugs (Wear Lei to Selected Business for Discounts – Wear 
Hawaiian Clothing to School) 

Friday, Nov. 14th  Drugs Don’t Make “Cents” (Wear a hat to school for 25 cents-money donated 
to “Friends” Program)  

Additional information will be sent home as Red Ribbon week approaches. 

 

 

 

  

Red Ribbon Week is November 10th-14th  
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The Bearcat Diner would like to keep you 
informed of your Family Account balance. 
Please call the Diner Office 698-8158, 698-
8159, or 698-8160 and provide us with your 
e-mail address. 
 
Remember: For your convenience we have a 
drop box for payments located downtown 
behind City Hall. 
 
Announcing e~Funds For Schools that 
allows parents additional payment options. E-
funds is a way to make payments to your 

 Payment Information from the Bearcat Diner 
 child’s school lunch account, via the Internet, 

using a credit card or transferring money from 
your checking account. Use the following 
URL hyperlink address for Bearcat Diner Web 
payments: http://eps.mvpbanking.com/cgi-
bin/efs/login.pl?access=55019 
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER: Please call the 
Bearcat Diner Office with any changes to 
your Mailing Address or Home Phone 
Number or E-mail.  It is necessary that our 
database is as current as possible, so that 
you can receive any information that is 
needed from our office. 
 

Raising a Reader  

 Discuss what you 

read together.  Ask 

questions and listen 

attentively to our 

child’s answers.  

Have fun engaging 

 In conversations 

about books! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Notes from our School Nurse:  Tips for INFLUENZA SEASON 

1.     The recommended age range of children for annual influenza immunization has been expanded to include all 
children 6 months through 18 years of age, which means vaccinating:  
  *  All children at higher risk for influenza complications (those with chronic medical conditions or immuno-
suppression)  
  *  All healthy children 6 through 59 months of age  
  This population bears the greatest disease burden and is at significantly higher risk of needing influenza-related 
medical care compared with healthy adults. In addition, reducing influenza transmission among school-aged 
children will, in turn, reduce transmission of influenza to household contacts and community members.  
2.     Household members and out-of-home care providers of all children at high risk and adolescents and of all 
healthy children younger than 5 years also should receive influenza vaccine each year. Immunization of the close 
contacts of children at high risk is intended to reduce the risk of exposure to influenza for these young children, who 
are at serious risk of influenza infection, hospitalization, and complications. The risk of influenza-associated hosp  
3.     All children 6 months through 18 years of age, especially those at high risk of complications from influenza, 
should be identified, and their parents should be informed, when possible, that annual influenza immunization is 
due.  
4.     On the basis of global surveillance of circulating influenza strains, all 3 strains in the 2008–2009 influenza 
vaccines are different from last year's strains.    Reference:  American Academy of Pediatrics 

 


